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T O W N  O F  P E T E R B O R O U G H  

 
C A P I T A L  I M P R O V E M E N T S  C O M M I T T E E  

 
S I T E  W A L K S  

 
October 13, 2021 at 2:00 PM 

 
 

F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T   
S I T E  W A L K  M I N U T E S  
2 : 0 0  P M  @  F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  
 
Present: Bob Hanson, Ed Juengst, Alan Zeller, Carl Mabbs-Zeno, James Kelly, 
and Valerie Jenkins  
  
Staff Present: Danica Melone, Office of Planning & Building; Chief Edmund 
Walker, Peterborough Fire & Rescue; Julie Elwell, GIS/IT Department; Seth 
MacLean, Director of Public Works & Assistant Town Administrator 
  
 
Chair Hanson called the meeting to order at 2:01 PM.  
 
Chief Walker welcomed the Committee and began by speaking about the new fire 
station design process. He explained there is a Municipal Campus Task Force 
involved in the process of looking at the Town’s municipal facilities needs which 
may result in the new fire station taking the form of a municipal campus. Chief 
Walker explained how a municipal campus may be the most cost effective in the 
sense that it would eliminate the duplication of necessary facilities. For example, if 
the Police Department and Fire Departments both require a workout facility for 
staff and an IT server room, both Departments may share these facilities in a 
campus design. Chief Walker concluded that they are expecting to have a solid 
number for the cost of the design by January 2022.  
 
The Committee entered the station and Chief Walker gave a brief history of the 
building. Chief Walker explained that the Committee was currently standing in 
their dayroom and pointed out the adjacent offices connected to it. Chief Walker 
identified a locked room used as a secured room for emergency personal to make 
their reports.  
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The Committee then followed Chief Walker into the dispatch room. Chief Walker 
explained that one of the best uses of the space was that when there is an 
unexpected event, staff can sit in there and help to coordinate and manage 
communications of emergency personnel rather than trying to go through the 
dispatch center to coordinate which handles 60+ communities.  
 
Walking towards the next space, Chief Walker pointed out a ventilation system 
which was installed to assist in air purification. Chief Walker explained that cancer 
caused by carcinogens is a major concern of fire fighters but the system they have 
is undersized.  
 
While on the apparatus floor, Chief Walker pointed out the low clearance between 
the ladder trucks and ceiling. Chief Walker pointed out where staff have their 
lockers but pointed to a section where staff did not have literal lockers and instead 
use Tupperware bins.  
 
Chief Walker explained that because the Department has multiple ambulances 
ready to go, there was a clear need to shift from their murphy bed set up to a 
partitioned area for beds. He pointed out one of the bedroom areas for staff to try 
and sleep.  
 
Chief Walker discussed the volume of emergency calls and transfers the 
Department is currently seeing. Mr. Zeller asked if it was fair to say the more 
transfers the Department makes, the more revenue. Chief Walker agreed and 
explained the process for transfers.  
 
Mr. Mabbs-Zeno asked who makes the decision to forgive debts if emergency 
personnel pick up someone who is unable to pay. Chief Walker explained that on 
one hand Monadnock Community Healthcare provides a financial assistance plan 
ranging from 25% to 100% of coverage of services but added that there are 
certainly cases that get sent directly to claims.  
 
The CIP Committee site walk adjourned at 2:31 PM.  
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H I G H W A Y  G A R A G E   
S I T E  W A L K  M I N U T E S  
2 : 3 0  P M   
 
Present: Bob Hanson, Ed Juengst, Alan Zeller, Carl Mabbs-Zeno, James Kelly, 
and Valerie Jenkins  
  
Staff Present: Danica Melone, Office of Planning & Building; Chief Edmund 
Walker, Peterborough Fire & Rescue; Julie Elwell, GIS/IT Department; Seth 
MacLean, Director of Public Works & Assistant Town Administrator; Tim Rose, 
Highway Superintendent  
 
Chair Hanson called the meeting to order at 2:37 PM.  
 
Mr. MacLean welcomed the group and began discussing the current progress of the 
Municipal Facilities Task Force and how the highway garage may be incorporated 
into the new fire station design.  

Mr. MacLean and Chief Walker presented two poster boards showing a recent 
wetland delineation of the proposed site for the new fire station.  

The Committee asked a few questions regarding the specific design of the 
proposed new fire station. Mr. MacLean explained they were unable to answer at 
this time until a design of the facility is finalized.  

Mr. Hanson asked where Evans Flats was in relation to the site and Chief Walker 
pointed in the direction. Mr. MacLean added that the architectural firm is exploring 
possible access to the site through the Evans Flats site. Mr. Juengst commented 
that in hindsight, it was a good move by the Select Board to not allow Evans Flats 
to be developed for housing because it certainly will be needed for the new fire 
station.  

Mr. Mabbs-Zeno asked if the plans showed that access off of Evans Road and Mr. 
MacLean clarified that those specific plans did not show it.  

Mr. MacLean discussed that the main building was in good shape and explained 
that the site would likely see some reconfiguration.  

Mr. Mabbs-Zeno asked where snow storage goes? Mr. Rose explained that snow 
storage is primarily place behind the salt shed but overflow of snow storage goes 
on Evan Flats.  



CIP Program   10-06-2021                pg. 4 of 4 

Mr. Zeller asked if there were fuel tanks at the highway garage. Mr. MacLean 
responded that there are 1 gas and 2 diesel tanks. Mr. MacLean added that they are 
looking to incorporate some sustainable design elements into the design of the new 
fire station.  

 

The Committee adjourned at 3:04 PM.  

 

 

Next Meeting: 

October 14, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Danica Melone 

Office of Planning & Building  

 


